Department of Development Services
205 Lawrence Street
Marietta, Georgia 30060
Rusty Roth, AICP, Director

STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION
Variance Case #: V2021-22

Legistar #:

Board of Zoning Appeals Hearing:

Monday, April 26th, 2021 – 6:00 p.m.

Property Owner:

Danand Investments LLC

Applicant:

AMAROK, LLC

Address:

1069 Canton Road

Land Lot: 09440

District: 16

Council Ward: 5B

Existing Zoning: LI

20210292

Parcel: 0080

Special Exception / Special Use / Variance(s) Requested:
1. Variance to increase the allowable height for a fence or wall from 8’ to 10.’ [§710.04 (E)]
2. Variance to allow a fence to contain an electric charge from ground level up to 10.’ [§710.04
(G)]
Statement of Fact
As per section 720.03 of the Comprehensive Development Code of Marietta, the Board of Zoning
Appeals may alter or modify the application of any such provision in the Development Code because
of unnecessary hardship if doing so shall be in accordance with the general purpose and intent of
these regulations, or amendments thereto, and only in the event the board determines that by such
alteration or modification unnecessary hardship may be avoided and the public health, safety, morals
and general welfare is properly secured and protected. In granting any variance the board of zoning
appeals shall designate such conditions in connection therewith as will, in its opinion, secure
substantially the objectives of these regulations and may designate conditions to be performed or met
by the user or property owner, out of regard for the public health, safety, comfort, convenience, and
general welfare of the community, including safeguards for, with respect to light, air, areas of
occupancy, density of population and conformity to any master plan guiding the future development
of the city. The development costs of the applicant as they pertain to the strict compliance with a
regulation may not be the primary reason for granting a variance.
Criteria:
1. Exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions are/are not applicable to the
development of the site that do not apply generally to sites in the same zoning district.
2. Granting the application is/is not necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial
property right of the applicant, and to prevent unreasonable property loss or unnecessary hardship.
3. Granting the application will/will not be detrimental or injurious to property or improvements in
the vicinity of the development site, or to the public health, safety, or general welfare.
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Department of Development Services
205 Lawrence Street
Marietta, Georgia 30060
Rusty Roth, AICP, Director

PICTURES

Entrance at Subject Property 1069 Canton Road

Existing fence along western property line
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Department of Development Services
205 Lawrence Street
Marietta, Georgia 30060
Rusty Roth, AICP, Director

Existing building at subject property

Existing fence along northern property line
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Department of Development Services
205 Lawrence Street
Marietta, Georgia 30060
Rusty Roth, AICP, Director

Eastern property line at subject property
Recommended Action:
Approval: The applicant, AMAROK LLC, is requesting variances for their client, H&E
Equipment Services, in order to erect a 10-foot electric fence with an electric charge from the
ground level up to 10 ft. around the perimeter of the property. The property is located at 1069
Canton Road and is zoned LI (Light Industrial).
H&E Equipment Services is a service business that provide sales and rentals of heavy equipment
for earthmoving, material handling, forestry, concrete, and other industrial uses. The subject
property is located at the end of a long driveway off Canton Road and backs up to the Canton Road
Connector. There is an existing 8-foot chain link fence along the perimeter of the property, and it
has barbed wire along the top of the fence. However, the business owners state that they have
experienced an increased amount of criminal and vagrant activity on the property. In addition, they
state that additional measures including adding heavy-duty gates, cameras and stadium style LED
lighting have been implemented, but have not been effective in preventing criminal activity.
The applicant is proposing to keep the existing chain link fence with barbed wire; and add a new
10-foot electric fence that would be 6 to 12 inches inside the chain link fence. The new fence
would also have an electric charge from the ground level all the way up to the 10-foot level.
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4/9/2021

Department of Development Services
205 Lawrence Street
Marietta, Georgia 30060
Rusty Roth, AICP, Director

According to the City Code, a fence equipped with an electric charge cannot be within 6 feet of
the ground level and cannot be more than 20 inches above the height of the fence. This requirement
is presumably meant to protect individuals from being inadvertently shocked due to having an
electric charge at a lower level. However, since the electric fence is proposed to be inside the chain
link fence, this possible scenario is less likely to occur. In addition, due to its isolated location far
off Canton Road, there would be no reason for general public be on or near the property, so the
risk of an accidental shock would be very low.
The business owners have identified the need for better security on their property and have proposed
a solution that would also protect the public from an inadvertent shock. As such, Staff recommends
approval of the requested variances specifically as it has been described – a 10-foot electric fence
that would be 6 to 12 inches inside the chain link fence.

The fire department has provided the following notes:
• Gate set-backs 50’ from roadway (if new) Knox switch required on any electric gates, and
access required to any manual locks.
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March 7, 2021

City of Marietta
Department of Development Services
205 Lawrence Street
Marietta, GA 30060
Phone: 770-794-5440

RE: Variance request for H&E Equipment Services located at 1069 Canton Rd., Marietta, GA
30066 (parcel: 16094400050)
To whom it concerns:
For several years our company (AMAROK, LLC) has been successfully partnering with the
City of Marietta to provide needed security solutions for the local business community through
our battery powered, low voltage, perimeter, electric fence/security system. H&E Equipment
Services located at 1069 Canton Rd., Marietta, GA 30066 (parcel: 16094400050) is new to the
city, having just recently moved into the property.
Founded in 1961, H&E Equipment Services is one of the largest integrated equipment
companies in the nation, providing the higher standard in equipment rentals, sales, parts, and
service. With locations across the United States, they leverage their national fleet of equipment
with a local approach, working closely with customers to understand their needs and provide
them reliability, fair prices, and the support of a first-class service team.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Important facts about H&E Equipment Services:
One of the largest Komatsu earthmoving equipment dealerships in the U.S.
The largest dealer in the world for Manitowoc and Grove Crane products
Ranked #7 on the Top 100 Equipment Rental Companies in the United States by RER
Authorized dealer for top-name manufacturers: Komatsu, Manitowoc, Grove, Gehl, JLG, and
Bobcat, to name a few
Service lines include rentals and sales of earthmoving, material handling, forestry, concrete,
industrial, and heavy equipment
Select locations provide on-site training, tool rentals, and crane structural repair and remanufacturing

In the wake of the corona virus and the resulting economic devastation wrought by the
closure of innumerable businesses and consequent rise in unemployment, H&E Equipment
Services is seeing a dramatic increase in crime against their locations. People out of work are
growing desperate and resorting to theft. These crimes do irreparable harm to H&E Equipment
Services. Not only is there damage to the existing fencing that must be constantly repaired
which results in the loss of many hours by employees tasked with the repairs, but the
equipment itself is vandalized, damaged, and/or stolen. When equipment is damaged or stolen
then it is not available to H&E Equipment Services’ customers. These customers have
immediate needs and cannot wait so they are forced to go elsewhere. This represents lost
sales and can also result in permanent loss as some folks will view H&E Equipment Services as
not being able to meet their needs!
Prior to moving into the property H&E Equipment Services was made aware of the crime in
the area and at this particular location by the property owner. There have been multiple breakins resulting in thousands of dollars. The thieves have been targeting batteries, aluminum,
cables, wires, and tools.
Additionally, there is a growing homeless problem in the area as a result of the closure of
the near-by ministry compounding the issues. Also, the people from the Extended Stay
business frequently trespass onto the property. All of this is despite having tried a variety of
other security solutions to mitigate the problems without success. These previous failed
security measures include:
• Installation of barbed wire on top of the existing chain link fencing
• Stronger, heavier-duty gates and locks
• Cameras
• Stadium style LED lighting
This 1069 Canton Rd. location is situated by a major thoroughfare into and out of the city. It
makes for a quick and easy escape for thieves to break-in, damage and steal what they wish,
and then quickly escape. The property is such that it is hidden away from street frontage,
tucked away, accessible only via a long driveway over 300’ from the road. The property is
obscured by heavy, mature vegetation making it completely hidden from passing traffic,
including police patrols and neighborhood watches. These conditions create a perfect target
for criminals!
The reason we seek variances is because the City’s zoning code, 710.04 - Fences and walls
has two provisions from which we need relief:
B. Fences or walls located on property zoned LI, HI, or PID shall have a maximum height of 8
feet and shall not be constructed within 2 feet of the public right-of-way. However, industrially

zoned properties that are located on arterial or collector streets are restricted to a 4-foot
decorative or ornamental fence or wall in any yard fronting a street and shall not be
constructed within 2 feet of a public right-of-way. Decorative or ornamental fences or walls
shall be constructed of wood, brick, stone, or wrought iron in all zoning districts. The Planning
and Zoning Director is hereby authorized to grant administrative variances to the fence and
wall materials if they are similar in nature to those listed above; and
D. A fence equipped with or having barbed wire, spikes, or similar device, or electric charge
shall not contain said devices within 6 feet of the ground level. No fence shall have barbed
wire, spikes, or similar devices, or an electric charge in a yard fronting a street on property
zoned for residential, commercial, central business district, or office use. Barbed wire, spikes, or
similar devices, or an electric charge on fences shall not exceed more than 20 inches above
the height of the fence.
It is important to note that we have successfully worked with the City multiple times in the
past for other cases/properties to obtain similar relief. The security system which we provide is
located inside of our clients’ existing chain link fence (further interior to the property). This
method of installation prevents incidental contact with the security system by innocent
pedestrians only affecting criminal trespassers. The system is ten feet in height (behind an
eight feet high chain link fence with barbed wires) and is powered entirely by twelve-volt
batteries which makes the system low voltage. The system has twenty, galvanized steel wires
that are strung in a horizontal fashion, separated by approximately four to eight inches. Due to
the small size of the wires, they are virtually invisible to passing vehicular traffic. One must
approach the perimeter chain link fence on foot and as he/she gets close to the chain link fence
he/she can then start to discern the interior security system.
The system is monitored like most burglar alarm systems by a monitoring station and DOES
NOT directly connect to police/emergency services. Rather, there is a call list which the
monitoring station will go down, calling the listed contacts for H&E Equipment Services. Once
contacted, H&E Equipment Services will determine whether they want police to be dispatched
or not. This prevents false alarms.
The system does provide an unpleasant, momentary (.00001 of a second) shock to criminal
trespassers which is 100% medically safe, causing no harm or damage whatsoever but which
keeps them out/away. There are warning signs conforming to the international standard
installed every thirty feet throughout the system advising criminals that the property is
protected by an electric fence. Our systems have this shock from the ground level to the top
(ten feet) which is why we relief from section “D”.

These systems stop all crime for our valued clients once installed. No other security system
on the market provides this level of protection and crime deterrence. Benefits of the proposed
security system include:
• Crime is deterred not only from the subject property but also the surrounding
properties/businesses
• Lower crime rates result in increased property values for the area
• Increased property values result in additional taxes for the City allowing the City to do more
• Less crime equals a safer community
• Finite police resources can be husbanded to other areas for important, life-safety matters
rather than being used for property crimes where the system is located
• City will be viewed as progressive, understanding new/emerging security technologies
which allow businesses to protect themselves from crime
• City will be viewed as being tough on crime
• City will be viewed as business friendly
Thank you very much for your consideration of our case before you. H&E Equipment
Services is a nationally recognized, highly reputable business in full compliance with all local
codes. They need the requested/proposed security system for the protection of their
employees and property so they can safely operate in this very difficult economic environment
of the covid pandemic and the increasing crime from the resultant unemployment. The
proposed system is completely safe. Equally important, it is completely effective at
stopping/deterring crime. The system benefits multiple parties including H&E Equipment
Services, the surrounding community, and the city itself. We look forward to working with you
again on this latest request.
Thank you,
Donald McLellan
AMAROK, LLC
550 Assembly St., 5th Floor, Columbia, SC 29201
Direct Phone: 803-404-6186 | Main Phone: 803-786-6333 | Fax: 803-404-5378

TO:

Marietta Daily Journal

FROM:

City of Marietta

RUN DATE:

April 9, 2021
CITY OF MARIETTA
PUBLIC NOTICE OF VARIANCES

The City of Marietta hereby gives notice that a public hearing will be held to give consideration to the following
requests. The Board of Zoning Appeals will consider the following requests on Monday, April 26th, 2021 at 6:00 P.M.,
City Hall. Anyone wishing to attend may do so and be heard relative thereto.
V2021-22 [VARIANCE] AMAROK, LLC (DANAND INVESTMENTS LLC) are requesting variances for property
zoned LI (Light Industrial), located in Land Lot 944, District 16, Parcel 0050, 2nd Section, Marietta, Cobb County,
Georgia, and being known as 1069 Canton Road. Variance to increase the allowable height for a fence or wall from 8’
to 10’; variance to allow a fence contain an electric charge from ground level up to 10.’ Ward 5B.
A description and plat of the property sought for the variances are on file in the Planning and Zoning Office, City Hall,
and are available for inspection between 8:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M., Monday through Friday. Anyone wishing to attend
may do so and be heard relative thereto. You may also review the property file at www.mariettaga.gov and enter the case
# in the search box.
For additional information please call the Planning and Zoning Office (770) 794-5669.
Accessibility to Meetings: If you believe you may need the City/BLW to provide special accommodations in order to
attend/or participate in any of the above meetings, please call ADA Coordinator, at 770-794-5558 no later than 48 hours
before the date of the above meeting.
City of Marietta
205 Lawrence Street
Marietta, Georgia 30060

Variance

Address

Parcel Number

1069 CANTON RD

16094400050

Property Owner:

Danand Investments, Inc.

Applicant:

AMAROK, LLC

BZA Hearing Date:

04/26/2021

Acquisition Date:
Case Number:

V2021-22

City of Marietta Planning & Zoning

Acreage

Ward

Zoning

FLU

4.199

5B

LI

IW

Protecting Local
Businesses from Crime

PRESENTATION
OUTLINE

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All
rights reserved.

OUR COMPANY

ABOUT US: A MARKET LEADER IN
PERIMETER SECURITY
#1 in the U.S. since 1991
4,000+ Installations – 1,200+ Jurisdictions – 48 States

We are a perimeter security solution for businesses
located on commercial, manufacturing and industrial
sites whose needs include the protection of outdoor
assets.
We break down our response to common criminal
tactics into four strategic segments:
Deter (Before Trespass)
Defend (Trespass Initiated)
Detect (Know What’s Happening)
Deploy (Response)

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.

CUSTOMERS THAT NEED PERIMETER SECURITY
•
•
•
•

Trucking & Logistics
Distribution
Metal Recycling
Landscaping

•
•
•
•

Collision & Automotive Repair
Auto Auctions & Dismantlers
Equipment Rental
Truck Sales & Service

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.

OUR METHOD

BEFORE TRESPASS:
DETER

TRESPASS INITIATED:
DEFEND

Deterrence begins at the perimeter
with physical infrastructure and multilingual warning signs, discouraging a
criminal from attempting a breach at
all.

Stop unauthorized entry!

Deterrence is a psychological battle,
and when EGD wins, crime is stopped
before it happens.

• Physical Deterrent
• Built ONLY inside the existing
non-electrified perimeter
barrier
MEDICALLY SAFE
• Pulses: every 1.3
seconds
• Duration: less
than 0.0003
seconds

If someone touches our system, they are trespassing!
AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.

ALARM DETERRENT:
DETECT

Audible & monitored alarm system
which activates when trespass is
detected. System includes remote
access to arm/disarm.

ALARM FOLLOW UP:
DEPLOY

If an activated alarm is confirmed
to be a trespasser, responders are
then contacted and deployed to
investigate

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.

OUR SYSTEM

AMAROK RESPONSIBILITY
AMAROK owns and maintains
the security system

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All
rights reserved.

HOW IT WORKS: CORE COMPONENTS

Battery

Solar Panel

(does not exceed 12V DC)

Alarm Panel, Keypad
& Cell Unit

Emergency Shut-Off

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.

Energizer

Electric
Security Fence

GREEN SECURITY

The system is powered by 12-volt battery that
is recharged by a solar panel, which is
environmentally friendly as well as effective.
• Great addition to green strategy
• Not affected by power failures
• Not connected to mains power

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.

STANDARDS &
SAFETY

SAFE & EFFECTIVE
“The pulses emitted from AMAROK’s electric fences,
while unpleasant, are not dangerous.”
Mark Kroll, PhD
• Internationally recognized authority on electrical injury
• Author of over 100 published peer-reviewed articles
• Editor of 4 books dealing with electric shocks
• Served on committees for ANSI standards, IEC standards,
and ASTM standards
• Member of the International Electrotechnical Commission
Committee that sets the fundamental electrical safety limits
for the world
• Adjunct Professor of Biomedical Engineering at the U of
Minnesota and Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.

SAFE & EFFECTIVE
We are certified compliant by a Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratory…
“Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratories (NRTL) are third-party
organizations recognized by OSHA as having the capability to provide product
safety testing and certification services...”
NRTL certified means “...the product met the requirements of an appropriate
consensus-based product safety standard either by successfully testing the
product itself, or by verifying that a contract laboratory has done so...”

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.

NATIONALLY & INTERNATIONALLY APPROVED

We meet standards set by the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC 60335-2-76) and ASTM (F3296-19)

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.

SAFE & EFFECTIVE
“Quote”

William Bratton
One of the world’s most respected and trusted experts on
risk and security issues
• Executive Chairman of Teneo Risk, where he advises
clients on risk identification, prevention, and response
• Member of AMAROK, LLC’s Board of Directors
• Vice Chair of the Homeland Security Advisory Council
since 2011
• New York City Police Commissioner (1994–1996 & 2014–
2016)
• Boston Police Department Commissioner (1993–1994)
• Chief of the Los Angeles Police Department (2002–2009)

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.

HOMELAND SECURITY
Cargo theft is a multi-billion-dollar criminal enterprise in the U.S., and the FBI has
seven task forces located around the country to combat the problem.

Cargo theft is also a “gateway” crime…“Groups that do these crimes are often funding
other illegal activities, like buying drugs or weapons. And compared to many
crimes…cargo theft is highly profitable and not particularly dangerous.”
https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/cargo-theft

Our customers must proactively assess and respond to security threats
to prevent terrorism.

“Companies sign an agreement to work with CBP to protect the supply chain, identify
security gaps, and implement specific security measures and best practices.
Additionally, partners provide CBP with a security profile outlining the specific security
measures the company has in place.”
http://www.cbp.gov/border-security/ports-entry/cargo-security/c-tpat-customs-trade-partnership-againstterrorism

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.

EMERGENCY SHUT-OFF

EMERGENCY SHUT-OFF?
Knox switch provides fire
department with emergency
shut-off to deenergize the
fence

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.

AESTHETICS

AESTHETICS

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.

AESTHETICS

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.

AESTHETICS

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.

AESTHETICS

SO WHY MUST
OUR
FENCE BE
TALLER?

AMAROK Proprietary & Confidential. All rights reserved.
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