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STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION

Variance Case #:	V2011-16			Legistar #:  	20110279

Board of Zoning Appeals Hearing:		Monday, April 25, 2011

Applicant:		A-1 Signs
			Jason Moore / Rainie Krahn
			6334 Buford Highway
			Norcross, Georgia 30071	

Property Owner:	Robert F. Maynard & Earnest E. Putman
			3272 Lark Haven Drive
			Kennesaw, Georgia 30152

Address:	191 South Marietta Parkway	 

Land Lot:	12310		District:	16	Parcel:	1400 		

Council Ward:	5	Existing Zoning:	CRC (Community Retail Commercial)  

Special Exception / Special Use / Variance(s) Requested:						
1. Variance to allow a 45 s.f. sign on a building face that does not abut a public roadway. [Section 714.04 (B)]

Statement of Fact

As per section 720.03 of the Comprehensive Development Code of Marietta, the Board of Zoning Appeals may alter or modify the application of any such provision in the Development Code because of unnecessary hardship if doing so shall be in accordance with the general purpose and intent of these regulations, or amendments thereto, and only in the event the board determines that by such alteration or modification unnecessary hardship may be avoided and the public health, safety, morals and general welfare is properly secured and protected. In granting any variance the board of zoning appeals shall designate such conditions in connection therewith as will, in its opinion, secure substantially the objectives of these regulations and may designate conditions to be performed or met by the user or property owner, out of regard for the public health, safety, comfort, convenience, and general welfare of the community, including safeguards for, with respect to light, air, areas of occupancy, density of population and conformity to any master plan guiding the future development of the city. The development costs of the applicant as they pertain to the strict compliance with a regulation may not be the primary reason for granting a variance.

Criteria:

1. Exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions are/are not applicable to the development of the site that do not apply generally to sites in the same zoning district.


1. Granting the application is/is not necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property right of the applicant, and to prevent unreasonable property loss or unnecessary hardship.
1. Granting the application will/will not be detrimental or injurious to property or improvements in the vicinity of the development site, or to the public health, safety, or general welfare.


PICTURES
Aerial view of area including subject property



191 South Marietta Parkway
Recommended Action:
Denial.  Enterprise Leasing is requesting a variance to allow a wall sign on the side of a building not facing a public right-of-way or interior access drive.  The property is located at 191 South Marietta Parkway, is zoned CRC (Community Retail Commercial), and is surrounded by other CRC-zoned properties, including Hoppy’s Car Wash to the north.

The variance request would allow for the installation of a 3’x15’ panel on the south side of the building.  Since the site is self-contained and not part of a larger commercial center, there are no shared access drives that allow interior wall signage.  Many of the surrounding properties, however, contain signage on their southern facades.  The City does not have any record that these signs were ever permitted; these signs were either constructed illegally or installed before the City began keeping records.

There appears to be no legitimate hardship for this variance request other than the desire to have more signage. The site does not suffer from lack of visibility, as there is already a legally nonconforming pylon sign in the front yard along South Marietta Parkway. There are no extraordinary circumstances or conditions on the site that would influence a variance request and there is no demonstrated hardship that would apply to the applicant or site that would warrant a variance approval.  As such, staff recommends denial of this variance request. 
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