Welcome to Laurel Park Day Camp!
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We are happy to have your child enrolled in our summer program. We hope that this information will answer any questions that you might have.  Please feel free to contact our office at 770-794-5601 if you have further questions or concerns.
Please review the guidelines with your child prior to the start of the program.

Program Description

Laurel Day Camp consists of Thumbkids, ages 6 to 8 and Laurel Starz, ages 9 to 12.  The program is an outdoor day camp setting that provides a safe, fun atmosphere for you child.  We offer a balanced camp program, which includes field trips, active games and competitions, swimming, arts and crafts activities and much more.  We strive to create an atmosphere of fun, yet still provide opportunities for the children to learn and grow.

Registration

Registration must be made at the Parks and Recreation Office on the 3rd Floor of Marietta City Hall, 205 Lawrence Street. Registration and payment cannot be made at the park.  Children will not be permitted to stay at camp without a completed registration form.

                       Camp Hours
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Camp hours are 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM with extended hours beginning at 7:30.  Afternoon extended hours are from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM.  There is a fee of $10.00 per week to participate in the extended hours program.  Children are to check in at the small pavilion upon arrival.  A staff member will take attendance every morning shortly after 9:00 AM.  Your child must be checked out each afternoon.  Please do not be offended if staff asks to see your identification.  

Late Pickup

We understand that there are occasions when it is difficult to pick up your child on time.  In the event this occurs, please try to have another authorized person pick up your child.  If you realize that there will be a problem before 5:00 PM, please call our Administrative Office at 770-794-5601.   Occasionally you may be able to reach someone at this number after 5:00 PM. You may call the camp emergency number after 5:00 PM. You will be charged $1.00 per minute for every minute you are late.  If you have not contacted us and we have not been able to contact you or someone listed on your emergency list after one hour, the police will be called.  This is for your child’s protection.

Behavior Information

1. Children will show respect to all counselors and other campers. 

2. Children will listen to all instructions given by their counselor.

3. Children will stay with their assigned group at all times.

4. Children will refrain from activities that might cause danger to themselves or other campers.

5. Vandalism will not be tolerated. Anyone caught stealing or damaging property, personal belongings, or any equipment of the City of Marietta, its employees or participants in the program, will be suspended from camp.

If a child demonstrates undesirable or disturbing behavior or is continually disregarding staff, the following procedures will be followed:

1. [image: image5.wmf]Verbal Warning – Children will receive a verbal warning from program staff.

2. Time –Out – Children will be asked to sit out of activity for a “cool down period” not to exceed 15 minutes. 

3. Bummer– If the child still continues to display unacceptable behavior, a “Bummer” notice will be sent home for the parent’s signature. The child must return the notice, signed by the parent, the following day.

What is a BUMMER?
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A bummer is a problem-solving letter that will be written by the camper and sent home to notify the child’s parent/legal guardian of the problem that occurred that day at camp.  In return, the bummer will need to be signed by the parent/legal guardian and returned to camp the following day.  If a camper accumulates two bummers within one week, he or she will be suspended for the remainder of the week. Fees for that week will not be refunded.  If the camper accumulates 2 or more bummers within another week he or she will be suspended for the remainder of the summer.  Fees for the remaining weeks will not be refunded.

Appropriate Dress
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Children should dress appropriately for active, outdoor play.  Girls should not wear dresses to camp.  Camp t-shirts will be given to each camper.  These shirts should be worn on all field trips.  This is for the identification and safety of your child when we are away from Laurel Park.

Children should wear gym/athletic shoes and socks to camp.  Sandals, flip-flops, or any open toed shoes are not recommended in the program.
Illness and Medications

Minor injuries such as bumps, bruises, scrapes, etc may occur and will be treated using accepted First Aid treatment.  In more serious cases, the parents will be contacted first and if we are unable to reach the parent the emergency contact person will be notified.  Children who become ill during the day will be sent home with the parent or emergency contact person.  Please keep your child home if he/she becomes ill or is running a fever in order to prevent other children from becoming sick.
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Any special medications or conditions your child needs or suffers from must be disclosed on the registration form.  This will enable our staff to better be prepared for emergencies, which may develop through the course of the summer.  Staff members are not responsible for administering medications to any child in the Summer Day Camp Program; however, a child will be reminded by a staff member to take the medications.

Any Additional Costs

[image: image9.wmf]The registration fee covers all camp activities.  You may want to send a small amount of money for snacks or souvenirs when field trips are taken.  Campers may sometimes be allowed to visit the Tennis Center for snacks in the afternoon.  Please do not send a large amount of money with your child to camp.  Staff cannot be responsible for holding money.  If snack money becomes a problem, this privilege will be discontinued.
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Meals

Children must bring their own lunch and snacks, in a hard sided cooler.  Please place your child’s name on the cooler and any 

item that will not fit into the cooler.  There are water fountains at the park, however we suggest that your child bring a water bottle that can be refilled.  It is very important for the children to stay hydrated.  Leprechauns should bring a water bottle, a cooler with a snack and drink.
Pool

[image: image11.wmf]The Laurel Park Day Camp Program will utilize the Lawrence Street Swimming Pool, located at 510 Lawrence Street, behind the recreation center.  Swimming is free for program participants during scheduled swim dates only.  Please notify the camp staff if your child is a non-swimmer.  
Pool Rules

The following rules are only a few regulations that your child must abide by when utilizing the pool.  Other pool rules are posted at the entrance gate.

1. Must wear proper swimwear.

2. Shower before entering pool.

3. No food or gum allowed in pool area.

4. Absolutely no running in the pool area.

5. Rough play prohibited.

6. No mask, fins, snorkels or floatation devices allowed. Eye goggles acceptable.

7. Keep up with clothing when changing into and out of swimwear.

8. Obey all posted pool rules and all lifeguard instructions.

Staff

All summer hires are carefully selected and must attend an in-house training workshop.  Background checks and a drug-screening test are required for summer employment. 
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The Supervisor of Recreation oversees the overall operation and administration of the Summer Camp Program.  Any questions, suggestions or complaints should be addressed by email to: sajohnson@mariettaga.gov or call 770-794-5603.

Emergency Contact

When registering a child for the program, parents will be expected to provide a name and phone number for the person authorized to handle emergencies in the event the parent cannot be contacted.  This individual should be prepared to respond to any questions that the staff member may make in the event that; your child is ill, is improperly dressed, or must be sent home due to unacceptable behavior.  If this person is unable to assist, another emergency contact person will be submitted upon request.

Lost & Found

Please label your child’s belongings for easy return.  This includes clothing, towels, and lunch items.  It is strongly suggested that you do not send your child to camp with any valuables (walkman, gameboy, cds, sports cards, etc.).  The City of Marietta and its staff are not responsible for lost or stolen items.  

Holiday

Please note that all program sites will be closed on Tuesday, July 4.  We hope you will make plans to attend our July 4th activities on the Square. 
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Marietta Parks and Recreation is a member of the 

Georgia Recreation and Parks Association.

Caring for Georgia’s People and Parks.
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