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CHAPTER FIVE: SIGNAGE

5.0.01 	 All signage must meet the criteria established by the City’s Sign Ordinance, Section 714 
of the City Code of Marietta.

5.0.02	 Signs should be constructed of materials that are appropriate to the district. 
5.0.03	 The use of plywood signs is not encouraged.
5.0.04	 Signage located on a property that has been rehabilitated from a residence to a nonresidential 

use should be placed in a way to create a minimum impact to historic materials and should 
be reversible. Signage should not overwhelm the former residence visually or obstruct any 
character-defining details of the former residence.

5.0.05	 Signs should be subordinate and complementary to the building.
5.0.06	 Multi-tenant buildings that share a common entrance are encouraged to use a single common 

wall sign whenever feasible (see Figure 5.03).

5.1 Location & Size
5.1.01	 Signage should be located so that defining features of the building are not obscured.
5.1.02	 Traditional placement is encouraged (i.e. sign on glass, transom, under canopy sign, or directly 

placed on the awning).

Figure 5.01: This sign for 40 South Park Square is 
appropriately scaled for a residential resource that has 
been adapted for office use.

Figure 5.03: This wall sign for 58 South Park Square is 
utilized to identify multiple businesses that is located 
within the building. 

Figure 5.02:  In this sketch the sign for this commercial 
resource is out of proportion to the building. 
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5.1.03	 Signage should be pedestrian-scaled. 
5.1.04	 Signs on windows or exterior should avoid a cluttered appearance.

5.2 Lettering
5.2.01	 Lettering and graphics on signs should be engraved, etched, painted to the sign base, or 

have vinyl lettering that is “plotter cut” and of premium “cast” high performance vinyl (life 
expectancy of eight (8) years). 

5.2.02	 Lettering and graphics should not bleed to the edge of the sign. A border free of graphics 
and lettering around the edge of the sign is recommended. 

5.3 Color
5.3.01	 A maximum of three colors plus either black or white is encouraged for each sign.
5.3.02	 Appropriate colors for the district are found in Chapter Seven of this document.

5.4 Lighting
5.4.01	 Electronic message boards are not encouraged and will be determined on a case-by-case 

basis
5.4.02	 The use of exposed neon tubing or neon lights for signs is not encouraged unless it is historically 

significant.

Figure 5.07 This sign is appropriately scaled to pedestrians 
and is visible to drivers.

Figure 5.06: This shop utilizes its display window for 
signage. The percentage of glass to sign is the largest that 
should be used in the District. 

Figure 5.05: This “Open” sign is permitted within the Dis-
trict only. The use of exposed neon tubing for any other 
sign is not permitted. 

Figure 5.04: The “Monkey Barrel” sign, found in Gaines-
ville, Georgia, is an example of an exposed neon tubing 
sign that is not permitted within the District. 
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Paragraph Title
Im quis augue vel ulla feu feu faccum digniat. Ut inim velit, sequamc ommolortio erciliquam 
iriure magna faccum qui tin henim qui tisis dions nonsequis nosto od do doloborem quatisi ssen-
digna consecte feuguer iure facil in veliquamcon ulla feu facincilit augait vent vullandiat.
Ectem zzrit pratem vullamet dignim volor ipis eraestionsed erci ercincipis augait laorera esequis 
ex ex ero conullan henissi bla augue ea cons aliquamet, vulluptat aut dolore magna faccum 
nulput nulla am verat accum dolore mod min utatisi.
Ercip exer ad magnis etue modoloborem dolore magnissis eugiat at. Ut aliscin ulla feugait alis 
am, consequisl irit prat ad magna feu feu feuis ametum velit lor adiam, commod ectet vel essit 
ea feuis dionsenit irilit lorem veniam, quismod dit, commodolore dolobor peratie digna feu feu 
facidunt aliquam vel ullan hent nim augue commy nullaoreet lorerae sequam in ex eraessit wisl 
dolobore conum incidui smolor in vel utatet, corper sit ing ea feuguerit autpat praessit alit lutpat 
in vel illa feum irit lor sequipisl ut ipsumsandre digna consequisit nibh eriuscin vel dolobor per-
cil ex eugue dolor adio od exer inim num doloree tumsan veniat velismod tatinim quipit acid-
uis nonsequate cons alisi eu feu faccum quatie tatum alit ad diam, velit am, vullute doleniam, 
quamcon sequamcons eu feuiscilisse et lobore con ecte mod dolesequatue ercillam zzriustie tis-
sent verit, quatie minibh exeros eu feugait wis digna core del ullum quam nullandiat. Na consed 
tio essequam acil exero digniametum zzrilit delit wissequam nostrud tat am do od ercin ea con 
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TITLE TEXT
5.5 Awnings

5.5.01    Awnings should be mounted in locations that respect the design of the building 
and do not obscure ornamental features over storefronts (i.e. rooflines, arches, materials, 
banding).

5.5.02    Awning colors should enhance and complement the building and adjacent 
awnings, rather than overwhelm the building scheme. Colors should not call more 
attention to the awning than the building.

5.5.03    Awnings are preferred to be a solid color. If stripes are used, subtle or muted colors 
are preferred. Striped awnings with highly contrasting, bright colors may be construed as 
visually blaring and inappropriate.     

Figure 5.08: In this picture, the vibrancy of the 
awning overwhelms all other design elements 
and takes away from overall aesthetics.

Figure 5.09: While stripes are not preferred, the 
above design uses muted and complementary 
colors to enhance the storefront.


