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STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION 

 
Variance Case #: V2020-03  Legistar #: 20191162 
 
Board of Zoning Appeals Hearing:  Monday, January 27th, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Property Owner: Tidal Wave 
   Scott Blackstock 

PO Box 311 
   Thomaston, GA 30286 
 
Applicant:  Tracey Diehl  
   6487 Hilliard Drive  
   Canal Winchester, OH 43110 
 
Address:  1255 Powder Springs Street  
   Marietta, GA 30064 
  
Land Lot: 70  District: 17th   Parcel: 390  
 
Council Ward: 2B  Existing Zoning:  CRC (Community Retail Commercial) 
 
Special Exception / Special Use / Variance(s) Requested:       

1. Variance to allow a digital sign within 200 feet of a residential property line [§714.04 (F.4)]  
2. Variance to allow a digital sign to be placed above the static copy area [§714.04 (F.4)] 

 
Statement of Fact 

 
As per section 720.03 of the Comprehensive Development Code of Marietta, the Board of Zoning 
Appeals may alter or modify the application of any such provision in the Development Code because 
of unnecessary hardship if doing so shall be in accordance with the general purpose and intent of 
these regulations, or amendments thereto, and only in the event the board determines that by such 
alteration or modification unnecessary hardship may be avoided and the public health, safety, morals 
and general welfare is properly secured and protected. In granting any variance the board of zoning 
appeals shall designate such conditions in connection therewith as will, in its opinion, secure 
substantially the objectives of these regulations and may designate conditions to be performed or met 
by the user or property owner, out of regard for the public health, safety, comfort, convenience, and 
general welfare of the community, including safeguards for, with respect to light, air, areas of 
occupancy, density of population and conformity to any master plan guiding the future development 
of the city. The development costs of the applicant as they pertain to the strict compliance with a 
regulation may not be the primary reason for granting a variance. 
 
Criteria: 
1. Exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions are/are not applicable to the 

development of the site that do not apply generally to sites in the same zoning district. 
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2. Granting the application is/is not necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial 
property right of the applicant, and to prevent unreasonable property loss or unnecessary hardship. 

3. Granting the application will/will not be detrimental or injurious to property or improvements in 
the vicinity of the development site, or to the public health, safety, or general welfare. 

 
PICTURES 

 

 
Existing signage at 1255 Powder Springs  
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Residential property at 1250 Powder Springs Street across from subject property 

 

 
Residential property at 1250 Powder Springs Street across from subject property 
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Recommended Action:  
The applicant, Tracey Diehl, is requesting a variance in order to erect a digital sign at the subject 
property 1255 Powder Springs Street. The property is approximately 1.36 acres total and is zoned 
CRC (Community Retail Commercial). The property is currently being renovated and will be 
under new ownership (Tidal Wave). The properties to the northwest and west of the subject 
property are zoned CRC as well. The property to the north across Powder Springs Street is zoned 
PRD-MF (Planned Residential Development- Multi-Family); and the adjacent property to the 
south is zoned RM-12 (Multi-Family Residential (12 units/acre). To the east of the property is a 
parcel in unincorporated cobb county that is zoned NRC (Neighborhood Retail Commercial). The 
requested variance would allow a digital, monument-style sign along Powder Springs Street to 
remain within 200 feet of a residential property. 
 
Previously there was a non-conforming pylon-style sign on site as a part of the previous owners’ 
auto spa business. The applicant would like to completely change the sign to a monument sign 
with a digital component. It should be noted that the applicant has a second location at 1505 
Roswell Road is currently going through an expansion and renovation and is also updating their 
freestanding sign. However, the sign on Roswell Road is being updated as a conforming monument 
sign without a digital sign component. That property is also located next to a residentially zoned 
property in Cobb County. Both properties are located along arterial roads with heavy traffic. The 
applicant has not indicated why the subject property at 1255 Powder Springs Street would require 
an additional digital component along with a static sign while the location along Roswell Road 
would not.   
 
According to the Zoning Ordinance, a digital sign is defined as “electronic signage that uses LED 
screens, plasma panels, or any similar electronic signage devices…” The applicant has stated that 
the digital sign is necessary because the business is “as an impulse driven business it is imperative 
that motorists be able to identify their destination safely”. The approximate distance from the sign 
to the residential property is between 100 feet and 115 feet. In addition, the residential property is 
an apartment complex, and the first building is located 78 feet beyond the front property line.  
 
The applicant is also requesting a variance to allow a digital sign to be placed above a static copy 
sign area. According to the city ordinance, digital signs cannot exceed 50% of the total sign face 
and must be located below the static copy area. Though the digital component of the sign takes up 
less than the allotted 50% total sign face area, the digital sign is placed above a secondary static 
copy area that reads “Entrance on Cunningham Road – Free Vacuums.”  
 
Digital signs in the City of Marietta must comply with the following regulations:  

• Digital signs shall contain static messages only and shall not have movement nor flashing 
on any part of the sign structure, design, or pictorial segment of the sign 

• Each sign must have a light sensing device that will adjust the brightness of the display as 
the natural ambient light conditions change  

• Digital signs may not operate at brightness levels of more than 0.20 foot-candles above 
ambient light levels as measured at 125 feet  

• Each individual static message must be displayed for a minimum of 20 seconds 
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The applicant has not presented justification for a variance for a digital sign component at the 
subject property’s location on Powder Springs Street. The request is made more questionable since 
company has a secondary location along a similarly heavily travelled arterial roadway that does 
not have a digital sign component. As such, staff recommends denial of the requested variances.  
 
However, if the Board wishes to consider approval of the requested variances, staff recommends 
the following stipulation: 

1. The subject property shall be limited only to the digital sign shown on the proposed plans. 
2. The sign will comply with all other restrictions for digital signs specified under Section 

714.04 (F.4). 
 
 



 

 











 
TO:   Marietta Daily Journal 
 
FROM:  City of Marietta 
  
RUN DATE:  January 10, 2020 

 
CITY OF MARIETTA 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF VARIANCES 
 
The City of Marietta hereby gives notice that a public hearing will be held to give consideration to the following 
requests. The Board of Zoning Appeals will consider the following requests on Monday, January 27, 2020 at 6:00 
P.M., City Hall. Anyone wishing to attend may do so and be heard relative thereto. 
 
V2020-03 [VARIANCE] TIDAL WAVE (TRACEY DIEHL) are requesting variances for property zoned CRC 
(Community Retail Commercial), located in Land Lot 7, District 17, Parcel 0390, 2nd Section, Marietta, Cobb County, 
Georgia, and being known as 1255 Powder Springs Street. Variance to allow a digital sign within 200 feet of a residential 
property line; variance to allow a digital sign to be placed above the static copy area. Ward 2B. 
 
A description and plat of the property sought for the variances are on file in the Planning and Zoning Office, City Hall, 
and are available for inspection between 8:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M., Monday through Friday.  Anyone wishing to attend 
may do so and be heard relative thereto. You may also review the property file at www.mariettaga.gov and enter the 
case # in the search box. 
 
For additional information please call the Planning and Zoning Office (770) 794-5669. 
 
Accessibility to Meetings: If you believe you may need the City/BLW to provide special accommodations in order to 
attend/or participate in any of the above meetings, please call ADA Coordinator, at 770-794-5558 no later than 48 hours 
before the date of the above meeting. 
 
City of Marietta 
205 Lawrence Street 
Marietta, Georgia 30060 

http://www.mariettaga.gov/


Variance

Ward ZoningAddress Acreage FLUParcel Number

17000700390 1.362 2B CRC CAC1255 POWDER SPRINGS ST

Case Number:

Property Owner:

City of Marietta Planning & Zoning

Acquisition Date:

Applicant: Tracey Diehl

Scott Blackstock/Tidal Wave

V2020-03

01/27/2020BZA Hearing Date:



ACCOUNT REP: TODD WILLIS
DESIGNER: STEVEY MANN

TIDAL WAVE AUTO SPA
1255 POWDER SPRINGS ST.
MARIETTA, GEORGIA 30064

We bring the world 
to your door

5198 NORTH LAKE DRIVE
LAKE CITY, GEORGIA  30260
OFFICE: 404-361-3800 
FACSIMILE:  404-361-7038
WWW.CLAYTONSIGNS.COM

SIGN TYPES

ILLUMINATED MONUMENT SIGN + ALUMINUM ENTRANCE SIGN

POST & PANELS SIGNS

ILLUMINATED DRIVE-UP MENUS

ILLUMINATED OVAL SHAPED CABINET AT FRONT FACADE

REVIEW SET - 8.13.19ApprovedX rm



SIGN LOCATION SITE MAP A SCALE:  1/64”=1’-0”

ILLUMINATED MONUMENT SIGN + ALUMINUM ENTRANCE SIGN 

ILLUMINATED OVAL SHAPED CABINET AT FRONT FACADE
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ILLUMINATED DRIVE-UP MENUS 1 2 
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DATE - 7 / 17 / 2019

AS INDICATED

5198 NORTH LAKE DRIVE
LAKE CITY, GA  30260

404-361-3800 
FAX 404-361-7038

WWW.CLAYTONSIGNS.COM

THIS DRAWING IS AN ORIGINAL, UNPUBLISHED DESIGN 
CREATED BY CLAYTON SIGNS,  INC. IT IS NOT TO BE 
REPRODUCED, CHANGED, OR EXHIBITED TO ANYONE 
OUTSIDE OF YOUR COMPANY IN WHOLE OR IN PART 

WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE OWNER OF 
CLAYTON SIGNS,  INC.. ANY SUCH ACTIONS MAY BE 

SUBJECT TO LEGAL ACTION IN A COURT OF LAW.
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